








AVISON, Charles 1709-1770. 18th century manuscript set of part books, ca. 1775-1785, 
from the collection of Sir Edward Littleton, containing: 

- [Eight Concertos in seven parts for four violins, one alto-viola, & violoncello and a 
thorough bass for the harpsichord... opera quarta] 

- [Twelve Concertos in seven parts... opera sesta] 

- [Six Concertos in seven parts... opera decima]. 


Avison "was the most important English concerto composer of the 18th century and an original 
and influential writer on music." The New Grove Volume 1 p. 748. 


Together with: MALDERE, Pierre van 1729-1768. [Six favourite overtures in 8 parts for 2 
violins, 2 oboes, 2 horns, viola and a figured bass for the harpsichord] here scored for two 
violins, two oboes, viola, violoncello and bass. The collection is bound in seven small folio 
volumes in contemporary wrappers with titling in manuscript to uppers and spines (slightly 
worn). In very good condition overall. With the bookplates of Sr. Littleton to the first leaf 
of each volume. 


Х 
While this is most likely based on the edition published by John Johnston in ca. 1770, this 
arrangement for seven rather than the original eight instruments is rather interesting. 


" his symphonies, from the beginning, show the characteristics by which van Maldere may be 
recognized as one of the pioneers of this new genre... In some cases the symmetrical thematic 
development anticipates Mozart's methods. Van Maldere’s works thus bridge the gap between 
the ‘decadent’ Italian style of the mid-18th century and the Classicism which was to develop in 
Vienna. In language and spirit they are in line with the works which typify the schools of Paris, 
Mannheim and Vienna, and reach towards the Classical ideal of Haydn and Mozart." The New 


Grove Vol. 11 pp. 569-570. $ 600. 
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